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Biggest disasters in 3 decades



Managing the risks: hurricanes in Mexico, Managing the risks: hurricanes in Mexico, Managing the risks: hurricanes in Mexico, Managing the risks: hurricanes in Mexico, 
Cental America and the CaribbeanCental America and the CaribbeanCental America and the CaribbeanCental America and the Caribbean
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large spatial and interannual variation, but are higher in induslarge spatial and interannual variation, but are higher in induslarge spatial and interannual variation, but are higher in induslarge spatial and interannual variation, but are higher in industrialized trialized trialized trialized 
countries, while fatalities are higher in developing countries.countries, while fatalities are higher in developing countries.countries, while fatalities are higher in developing countries.countries, while fatalities are higher in developing countries.



Risk factors

•more variable rain

•ecosystem 
degradation

•hotter days

•discrimination of 
women

•poor health and   
education 
conditions

Gender vulnerability and women’s discrimination increase 
vulnerability of exposed communities: even non-extreme events 
can have extreme impacts in loss of lives and livelihood



Gender empowerment reduces social 
vulnerability and climate risks

• Between 68-89% of deaths occurs among women and girls due to 
long-term discrimination & self-identity of women to care for others

• Information & training on vulnerability, exposure, climate extremes, 
DRR, and resilience-building help people reducing their risks and 
getting prepared for unknown and unpredictable threats

• Integrated water management, sanitation and drainage improve 
health, wellbeing and reduce risks of waterborne diseases

• Drought forecasting, sustainable farming practices, drought resistant 
seeds and early warning reduce risks of hunger

• Adaption to changing climate conditions includes maintenance of 
draining systems, regional risk pooling, relocation from risky 
locations, early evacuation and disaster risk reduction training

• Sustainable development in the near term reduces longer term 
social vulnerability 

• Managing risks now help improve livelihood and wellbeing

• Women maintain social networks during normal times and support 
communities and families during disasters 



Local actors with high social vulnerability 



Linking local to global actors and responsibilities





Incremental & transformative pathways to resilience



Peasants, traders, 
micro-entrepreneurs,
social movements, NGO’s, 
citizens, scientists, 
people affected by
disasters, women, 
children, teachers and  
the three levels of 
government developed an 
integrated basin manage-
ment of the River 
Yautepec for reducing 
risks increased by climate 
change and are promoting 
a transition to sustainabi-
lity from local niches.
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Global Global Global Global 
responsability responsability responsability responsability 
and ethicsand ethicsand ethicsand ethics



Thank you for your attention


